Club Talk – Spring 2010
 
General Manager’s Comments:
 
We are fast approaching the end of April and what a difference in weather conditions. The weather is warm and once again the skies are blue, the birds are singing.  It is an uplifting time of year and everyone is eager to get outdoors. Golf play is up substantially in comparison to April, 2009.  It has helped tremendously to have picked up some of the rounds we lost in the first quarter of this year. Hopefully this trend will continue.
 
Summer is fast approaching and there are a number of activities for the residents of Creekmoor to participate in. I would like to give a special thanks to coordinator Vicki Gnefkow and all the volunteers that participated in the “Adopt a Road” program this month. The volunteers participating not only did trash pickup on Peterson Road, they continued to an area north of our community on 155th - what an improvement!  This is an ongoing project, watch for further notices regarding date and time.
 
We also extend a “Big Thank You” to the men that delivered the Creekmoor Directory inserts to your doorstep.  Thank you to Steve Clark, Duane Geiken, Tom Hemsath, Bob Holman, Matt Marlborough, Ron Pittenger, and Tom Rafter for your willingness to cheerfully take on this project for our community! This task enables the directories to be delivered in a timely manner and saves postage.
 
Easter has come and gone but “Thank you” Special Events Committee, chaired by Kristen Graham, for organizing the Annual Easter Egg Hunt at the clubhouse lawn.  The weather cooperated and great time was had by all.
 
Community Garage Sale:
 
The annual Creekmoor Garage Sale is scheduled for Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, May 20, 21, and 22. To promote activity, banners will be placed at both entrances and we will advertise in the local newspapers. 
 
New Date for Deck Crawl:
 
The Special Events Committee would like to inform all residents that the deck crawl has been rescheduled to Saturday, May 15, from 6:00 to 11:00 pm. If you are interested in participating or have questions, please contact Jeannie Witte at 377.0525.  If you would like to be a “host deck/patio”, you will need to let Jeannie know when you contact her.  Participants that are not hosting will be asked to donate a food or drink item to a specific “host deck/patio”.  The committee will contact all interested people the first week of May to let you know more details about the evening. Plan to join in on the fun, meet new neighbors and enjoy the evening!  Hope to see you there!


Lake Creekmoor:
 
Fishing season is here and I am getting reports from homeowners that the bass are biting. Please be aware that you need to have a Creekmoor vehicle sticker on your car if you are going to be fishing at the Lake.  Also, for property owners that will be using a boat on the Lake, a boat permit sticker is required.  The cost of a sticker is $20 and is valid for two years.  Please contact the administrative office at the clubhouse.  
 
We will also be installing a security access gate to the Lake.  The gate will be locked in the evening and unlocked in the morning.  For property owners that have a boat slip rental at the dock, a key to lock and unlock the gate will be issued to you when the gate is installed.
 
New Hours at Exercise Room:
 
Beginning, Saturday, May 1, the exercise facility will extend the hours of operation from 6 am – 9 pm for the summer months.  The exercise room is open daily.
 
Swimming Pool:
 
Swim season is fast approaching and the community’s pool will open, Friday, May 28, the start of the Memorial Day weekend.  The swimming pool will be open from 9 - 9 daily through Labor Day weekend.  
 
Pro Shop:
 
All our golf leagues have started for this year and for those residents that would like to participate, please contact our pro shop and they will get you involved!  I would like to remind everyone to please refer to our website calendar regarding activities and events that are scheduled throughout the community. As golf season progresses, we will start getting into golf outing events. The staff will concentrate on having those events during the week and leave the weekends open for the members of the community.  Please note, Friday through Sunday is very busy and I would like to remind all players that you can call in a week ahead of time to make your tee time reservation!
 
We have a new face in the clubhouse; I would like to introduce Jeff Sheppard as the new head golf professional here at Creekmoor.  Jeff spent most of his career at Brookridge Country Club and we are fortunate to have him on our team!  We look forward to him being involved with the golfing community of Creekmoor.
 
From Jeff:
 
“I wanted to take this opportunity to provide a brief bio of myself.
 
I have been a “Midwesterner” all of my life.  Raised in Hutchinson, Kansas, I spent much of my youth involved in various athletics and activities.  But, it was the game of golf that became my passion after the age of 12.
 
A successful high school career lead me to the University of Kansas on a golf scholarship.  Highlights included being chosen as a member of the 1982 All-Big Eight Conference First Team, and graduating with a degree in Personnel Management.
 
After graduation, I became a PGA member and came to Kansas City to be an Assistant at Oakwood Country Club. Two years later, I accepted the First Assistant position at Hallbrook Country Club when it opened in 1988.  In 1996, I became the Head Professional at Brookridge Country Club until its closing this winter.
 
I enjoy participating in the various tournaments provided by the Midwest Section PGA.  It’s a chance for me to remain competitive and to keep in touch with my fellow professionals.  I’ve been fortunate enough to play in 15 individual and team National Championships.  This summer, I will be playing in my sixth National Professional PGA Championship in French Lick, Indiana.
 
My wife, Cecilia, is also a KU graduate with her Bachelor of Science in Nursing.  She is currently practicing as a dialysis RN, at the DaVita Lenexa Dialysis clinic. My son, Christian, enjoys golf, basketball, and soccer while scoring exceptional marks (to his parents delight) in the classroom!
 
We are excited to be a part of the Creekmoor family.”
 
Grounds and Greens:
 
Todd maintains an excellent blog containing news, updates and photos about the golf course, below is an excerpt from www.creekmoormaintenance.blogspot.com. 
 
The weather has been Awesome over the last week or so! Man what a great time to be out and about on the golf course. We have been extremely busy here as you can imagine. The weeds and grass are growing at an extremely fast and aggressive rate and have been keeping us on our toes. We are back on our normal mowing schedule and are trying to get the entire golf course mowed out twice a week. This can be a challenge depending on weather conditions and the amount of golf that is being played. I have had some questions already on how often I am mowing the roughs and at what height. I haven't changed our height of cut since we opened in 2007. We are currently at 3" and will stay there all season long. Every year at this time a lot of people think we change our height of cut. We stay at the same height, but the turf grass is just growing at a rapid pace and it is lush and juicy from all the nice weather. Think how much you are having to mow your own lawn right now! Please be patient through this time as it will pay off in the summer time having a good stand of roughs instead of having weak and thin roughs.
I would like to remind everyone to please enter the fairways at the green post and stay in the fairway the entire hole and then exit at the cart arrow and red post. This will help our roughs stay in top condition throughout the season. Hopefully the cool season grasses in the fairways and around the greens in the zoysia will start to die out over the next week or so. We sprayed them last week and it usually takes a couple of weeks of warm weather to really start to see the results.  
 
Final Comments:
 
I would like to remind all residents that want to do projects that involve the exterior of your home; a home improvement request form will need to be submitted to the ARC for review and approval before work begins. Examples include installing a fence, outside deck or landscaping.  A form is available on our website or stop in at the administrative office.
 
Regarding Fences . . .
 
The Protective Covenants Exhibit 1 to the Declaration state, in part, on page 12, Section 19. Fencing.  “All wood will be painted or opaque stained and maintained in a satisfactory manner”.  For those property owners that need to stain their fences, please do so, the residents of the community will appreciate it.
 
Regarding Parking in the Streets . . .
 
The Creekmoor POA office is receiving complaints from residents regarding the number of cars parked in the street.  Creekmoor Architectural Review Committee Rules and Regulations for Contractors and Homeowners state, in part, on page 12, paragraph 4: "No vehicle shall be parked or stored in right-of-way or other property without approval from the General Manager of the POA."  Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
 
City of Raymore Website . . .
 
The City of Raymore has an excellent website (www.raymore.com); filled with information about the community we live in.  I encourage you to visit it often to keep informed about community news.  Please note Raymore’s Spring Yard Waste Collection Day is Saturday, May 1, beginning at 7 am.  Refer to our website or the city’s for more information.  
 
Last but not least . . . The St. Jude’s Dream Home located at 1112 Metfield Lane in Creekmoor:
 
The St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital has changed the 2010 Kansas City St. Jude Dream Home giveaway to Saturday, June 26.  Ticket sales have been tremendous for this event, and there have been many homeowners in our community that have purchase a $100 ticket in the clubhouse pro shop.  We thank you for your support to this worthwhile cause.  A “Sneak Peek” is planned for Thursday, April 29, from 6-8 pm; homeowners are welcome and encouraged to attend.   If you cannot attend the “Sneak Peek”, starting Saturday, May 1 through Sunday, June 20, there will be an open house on the weekends from 9-5 on Saturday and 12-5 on Sunday.   Don’t miss your opportunity to change the lives of the children of St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital!  
 
Carl Dietz
Creekmoor General Manager
 
